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Introduction to Google Bookbinding 
 Google Book Search offers many public-domain books that are available 
to download for free.  Printing out these books in the standard way – one or two 
PDF ‘pages’ per piece of printer paper – uses a lot of paper and is quite a boring 
endeavor.  So why not spice up your Google Book experience by making a real 
BOOK out of these digital files?  This tutorial will set you on the path to 
enlightened Google Bookbinding, but it can only lead you to the signatures: you 
must figure out how to bind them yourself.   If you really need some bookbinding 
assistance, the Book Arts Web might offer nirvana: http://www.philobiblon.com/ 
 
 
Step 1: Find and download your book from Google Books 
 On the Google Books website (http://books.google.com/), use the search 
function to locate a book to download.  Try using “bookbinding” as a search term 
if you get stumped.  After you hit the search button, you will get a list of recently 
published books with very colorful.  These are not the books you want, as they 
are part of the “limited preview” section of Google Books.  To get to the books 
you want, click on the “Full View” link – this will switch the search results to those 
books that have been scanned in full.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Click on a title of one of these books to go to that book’s file.  You are now 
looking at the first page of the book.  Off to the right is a sidebar that has a 
collection of links.  The very first link is the Download link.  Click on this link to 
download your book as a PDF.   

 
 
 
 
Step 2: Modifying Your Book with Adobe Acrobat 

 
 
Open Adobe Acrobat 8 Professional.  Unfortunately, this tutorial only works with 
this most recent version of Adobe Acrobat Professional, as earlier versions do 
not have some of the features needed to do this project.   
 
From the File menu, select Open, and choose your PDF that you just 
downloaded from Google Books.  Select Okay to open the file.  You should now 
be looking at the first page of your chosen book.   
 

NOTE: If you are using Adobe Acrobat Reader 8, you will not be able to do this 
step, so go ahead and skip to Step 3.  Step 2 can only be done with Adobe 
Acrobat Professional.  You can download the Adobe Acrobat reader from 
Adobe’s website: http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html 
 



Depending on how many pages your book has, and how “authentic” you want 
your recreation to be, you may want to delete some pages, particularly blank 
pages, to save paper.  To do this efficiently, you should switch to the “Two-Up 
Continuous” page view, so you can see more than one page at a time.   
 
From the View menu, select Page View, then “Two-Up Continuous”.  
 

 
 
You can also zoom out so that you have four, six or more pages on your screen 
at once.  Scroll through the pages, and when you find a page that you want to 
delete, click on it.  The page should be “highlighted” in blue once you select it.  
 
To delete the page, go to the Document menu and select “Delete Pages”. 
 

 
 
 



 
 
Enter the range of pages you want to delete (i.e. “Page 3 to Page 3”) and then 
click “Okay”.  If you accidentally delete the wrong page, just select “Undo” from 
the Edit menu. 
 

 
 
Once you have deleted (or not deleted) any unnecessary pages, you are ready to 
print your book! 
 
Step 3: Printing Your Book 
  
Decide how many folios you want in each section of the book.  A folio will contain 
four pages – two pages per side – from your Google Book PDF.  So a four-folio 
section would contain 16 pages, a six-folio section would have 24, and on and 
on.  If you have an odd number of pages, you might end up with your last section 
having fewer folios than the rest of your book.  Hence, sometimes leaving in 
those blank pages may help to make your sections come out even.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Note: The following instructions are directed at those using the printers in the 
iSchool IT Lab, which are able to do automatic double-sided printing.   
 



From the File menu, select Print.  You should see a window like this: 
 

 
 
Select the menu next to “Page Scaling” and select “Booklet Printing”.  This 
makes the magic happen!  Above, enter which pages you want to print – if this is 
your first section, you should enter something like “1-16” or “1-24”, depending on 
how many folios you want.  Binding should be set to “Left”, “Collated” should be 
checked and you should see a little preview of your pages to be printed.   
 
At this time you could also click on the “Advanced” button, if you want to play with 
color settings and more esoteric printing settings.  The only time I really mess 
with the Advanced settings are if I want to print in Grayscale, or if for some 
reason your pages are printing out blank.  If this happens, you can try selecting 
the “Print as Image” option, with the DPI set to either 150 or 300.   



Four-Folio Sections 
Section 1: 1-16 
Section 2: 17-32 
Section 3: 33-48 
Section 4: 49-64 
Section 5: 65-80 
Section 6: 81-96 
Section 7: 97-112 
Section 8: 113-128 
 

 
 
At this point, you should be able to click the Print button!  In a matter of time, you 
should end up with the first section of your book.  For the remaining sections, just 
repeat Step 3, but change the page range.  If you are printing out four-folio 
sections, here is a starter guide for which page ranges you should use.  

 
That’s it!  Now that you have all your sections 
printed out, you can finish binding your book as you 
see fit.   


